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Our latest newsletter highlights
our commitment as ever to
providing excellent services to

young people. We provide both
universal services for all young people
and targeted provision to address
those most in need of our support.

The popularity of our service
continues to be reflected by the range and diversity of the
young people who participate. Since October 2009 we
have attracted 430 new members, again increasing our
ethnic diversity and gender mix. Our average nightly
attendance is now 110 with a further 30 attending our
Fisher Boxing Gym. We now have 950 young people
regularly participating and benefiting from our services
and the opportunities we provide.

The significant increases in our numbers are due in part to
the increase in the number of young people aged 16-19 yrs
who now find themselves affected by the economic
downturn. Despite the UK being formally out of recession,
a significant number of young people in Bermondsey and
Southwark remain out of employment, education and
training, at serious risk of being ‘left behind’. In response our
programme of work has focussed attention on the 16 – 21
year olds, helping young people build the skills and
experiences necessary to realise their potential. 

Working with V (the National Young Volunteer Service), we
are using youth volunteering to support young people to

build confidence, self-esteem and transferable
skills. Under the previous Labour government’s
agenda we recruited seven new young employees (19 –
24yrs) as part of the ‘Future Jobs Fund’ (Fatima Saidani,
Olu Adesoji, Leon Bruff, Sean Bailey, Trisha Watson, Jamie
Cameron, Natalie Hippolyte ) all of whom are doing
extremely well, gaining valuable employability skills and real
work opportunities.

From amongst our youth club members (16&17 years) we
have recruited ten new Apprentices under an initiative
developed by the then Labour government. We are proud of
this achievement and the real difference it is making to the
lives of these young people.

‘Why should I Vote’ was the title of our recent debate
organised by and for young people with all three main
political party candidates for ‘Bermondsey and Old
Southwark’ participating: Val Shawcross (Labour Party);
Loanna Morrison (Conservative Party) and Nick Stanton
representing Simon Hughes (Liberal Democrat Party). It was
a lively debate and for those aged 18+ years it provided
much needed awareness, empowerment and understanding
about the importance of exercising their right to vote.

Outdoor Education remains a key feature of our work and we
have recently appointed Joanna Holmes (Joey) to develop
this further adding to an already fresh and inspiring
programme of work that truly involves young people helping
them to gain confidence and find a way forward. Take a look
inside and enjoy!!
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Claudia Webbe – Manager
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Back in September and again at the beginning of
October, a Fisher ABC select team were matched up
against a visiting team from the nation of Jordan. As

expected the visiting side from Jordan looked consistently
good, with some technically skilled boxing on display, but
it was left to the boys from the Fisher to show real heart as
well as match the visitors for technical ability. All but one of
the Fisher boxers recorded wins on each of the shows.

The Fisher boys were on winning form again in November
as they took on some of the top young boxers in the
country. Fourteen-year-old Ted Cheeseman beat one of
the best - Archie Sharpe (Bodyshots ABC) - who has lost
only one out of 22 fights and narrowly missed out on
becoming the European Champion. Kojo Sedefa and
Joseph McCorry both got good wins on the night. 

Jake Brown and Joe McCorry got to their respective
finals in the London ABA Senior Novice Championships
later in November.

McCorry, nineteen, fighting at lightweight (60kg) beat
Twickenham & Brunswick's Daniel Pendenbury in their
Class 'A' semi-final; a fight he dominated from the first
bell. Later in the evening he was controversially beaten
in the final after his Repton opponent got the nod from
the judges. 

Middleweight
(75kg) Jacob
Brown, 20,
faced Mourad
Boudjemma, of
St Pancras in
the class 'B'
Final. In a repeat
of last year's

semi-final both boxers gave an impressive display which

had the crowd on their feet. This year though, it was
Boudjemma who nicked it getting a majority decision over
the four rounds.  

Things didn’t go our way in the SE London schoolboys.
Oscar Brown narrowly lost his semi-final against the vastly
more experienced Albert Lee (Bodyshots ABC) with many
in the room saying they thought he’d won the fight.
Fisher’s Ted Cheeseman faced Lee in the final after a well
fought semi-final victory but again it was Lee who got the
decision after three hard fought rounds.

Daniel Barode was given a bye to the London Finals of
the same tournament where he faced a 2009 national
champion who he beat comfortably. Barode progressed
to the national semi finals where he was matched with
England rep. Ben Bendall (Dagenham) who had over
thirty bouts to his name and was also a previous
national champion. This time Barode lost out in the
closest of contests, in what was only his fourth bout.

Joe Bailey, Joe McCorry, Kojo Sedefia, and Billy
Huntley all recorded good wins in Dartford in March.

The boxing club is currently going from strength to
strength, the gym is full every night with a new generation
of young boxers being developed by the experienced
coaching staff of Tim Driscoll, Ray Bull, and the newest
addition to the coaching staff Newton Barnett, working
alongside Steve Hiser. 

Trustee Paul Brown commented "The success here is
down to Steve Hiser and his coaches Ray Bull, Newton
Barnett and Tim Driscoll. There is no substitute for
experience and they've certainly got bundles of that!
It’s great to watch young people come in off the street
and see their lives positively turned around through
their experience in the boxing gym."
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Ted Cheeseman in action

Jake Brown v Saleh

Fisher v Jordan
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